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1. Sonar System ARIS-3000 
A further development of the DIDSON sonar which had been in use for some time now 
allows considerably improved subaquatic ultrasonic recordings. It is now possible to record 
also in turbid water with distinctly improved resolution. This means that the behavior of fish 
in mostly murky rivers for example at the entrance of fish passes or the outlet of hydropower 
plants will hold fewer secrets in the future. Please find further information using this Link . 
 
2. Ecological Downstream Monitoring for Fish on Hydropower Plants 
Continuing the indicatory scientific paper of Dr. Manfred Holzner on „Untersuchungen über 
die Schädigung von Fischen bei der Passage des Mainkraftwerks Dettelbach“ 
(Investigations on fish damages while passing the Dettelbach hydropower plant on River 
Main) published in year 2000 a wide scale investigation project is being carried out at this 
time (2014-2020) in Bavaria at 9 hydropower locations. Title of the project: 
„Fischökologisches Monitoring an konventionellen, nachgerüsteten und innovativen 
Wasserkraftanlagen“. (Fish ecological monitoring on conventional, retrofitted and innovative 
hydropower plants).The objective is to identify fish damages entirely caused by turbine 
impact using improved methodology. In Holzners paper the damages found had been 
addressed to other factors (like for example ships). 
 
3. Annual General Assembly and Presence on the EWF 
Like in the past two years our Annual General Assembly was held on the 31.3.2017 in 
Fürstenfeldbruck on the eve of the “Erlebniswelt Fliegenfischen (EWF)”. Unlike previous 
years the intended report of the board turned into a vivid interactive and very fruitful 
discussion involving all present members. In the focus of the discussion were public relation 
activities as well as comments on the running projects of the association with a lot of good 
ideas from all participants.  
In the following two days a lot of good and important contacts could be made on our EWF 
booth just like in previous years. The first two points of this newsletter originate from 
conversations with visitors on our booth.  
 
4. New Erection of a Hydropower Plant in Bannetze on River Aller 
On River Aller near Bannetze (Lower saxony/GER) a new hydropower station is being built 
these days. The official planning permission determines a 3-years monitoring. 
“Wanderfische ohne Grenzen” is intensively involved in the determination of the monitoring 
design. It is our objective to initiate an excellent and significant monitoring (state-of-the-art). 
Following this aim we discussed with LAVES – Dezernat Binnenfischerei (Department for 
Inland Fisheries) the first cornerstones of the monitoring. The involvement of the Bundesamt 
für Gewässerkunde – BAFG (Federal Office of Hydrology) seems also sensible because 
River Aller is a federal waterway and lies therefore in the authority of the BAFG. Mr. 
Scholten of the BAFG has kindly provided us with his detailed comments on our monitoring 
concept. The said concept had been elaborated with recognized German and Norwegian 
specialists for fish monitoring. 

  

http://fisch.wzw.tum.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Sebastian/Info_Forschungsprojekte_Whstp/8.__Hydroakustik_-13-April-2016.pdf
http://www.wanderfische.de/Dokumentationen/WKA/Dettelbach.PDF
http://www.wanderfische.de/Dokumentationen/WKA/Dettelbach.PDF
http://fisch.wzw.tum.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Sebastian/Info_Forschungsprojekte_Whstp/7._Fischoekologisches_Monitoring_-13-April-2016.pdf
http://fisch.wzw.tum.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Sebastian/Info_Forschungsprojekte_Whstp/7._Fischoekologisches_Monitoring_-13-April-2016.pdf
http://www.wanderfische.de/Hindernisse/Weser/Aller/allerS10.html
http://www.laves.niedersachsen.de/tiere/binnenfischerei/binnenfischerei-und-fischereikundlicher-dienst-73647.html
http://www.bafg.de/DE/Home/homepage_node.html
http://www.bafg.de/DE/Home/homepage_node.html
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5. Swiss Television:  Eel killed by Hydropower 
„Kassensturz“ a TV program of Swiss Television on 31.1.2017 dealt with the killing of Eel 
by Hydropower. In the preparation of the program “Wanderfische ohne Grenzen” was able 
to provide research support. The program is self-evident. We’re afraid though that pictures 
shown have not been taken at the main migration season of Eels and that the losses 
unfortunately have even been much higher.  
 
6. Interview for the survey: „Menschen, Flüsse, Wanderfische: Chancen und 
Herausforderungen” (“People, Rivers, Migratory Fish: Chances and Challenges”) 
Stefan Ludwig has given an interview for a member of Leibniz-Institut für Gewässerökologie 
und  Binnenfischerei (IGB) on the above mentioned issue. The survey is part of an EU 
project called IMPRESS. The project wants to inform about the basic work of the Migratory 
Fishes Projects and it aims to make people understand the different factors of influence. 
Stefan presented the complete activities of the Aktion Schunterlachs from 2002 until today 
under the umbrella of the Aller-Oker-Lachs-Gemeinschaft (AOLG) followed by the 
description of different activities in the fields of water development, linear permeability, EU 
Water Framework Directive,  participation in several committees  and finally todays activities 
with “Wanderfische ohne Grenzen”. As central issue among others he pointed out “Linear 
Permeability”. The question, which would be the best solution in this issue, Stefan Ludwig 
answered indirectly: “In Denmark there are rivers with hydropower and rivers with migratory 
fishes projects. The two do not go together – this should be guideline also for other 
locations.” 
 
7. Meeting of the “Forum Fischschutz” on 16. and 17.5.2017 
Like previously said the results of this forum do have influence on the way all federal 
authorities treat the issue fish protection. The Meeting “"Fischmigration und 
Fischschutzmaßnahmen"  taking place in the “Federal Environment Agency” in Dessau for 
us is compulsory. “Wanderfische ohne Grenzen” will be present with two representatives. 
We’ll present the results in our next Newsletter.  
 
8. Lake trout projects in Bavaria 
In the Alpine region a transnational project takes care of the conservation of stocks of the 
Alpine Lake Trout (Salmo trutta forma lacustris). The ARGEFA coordinates the activities of 
the member states. The expert service institution for fisheries in Upper Bavaria presented 
the activities on the EWF. They reported that there are stocks of Lake Trout in 17 Bavarian 
lakes. Apart from that Lake trout can be found in a great number of flooded and 
groundwater-fed gravel pits. From 1910 until 1985 the catches of Lake Trout in the Upper 
Lake Constance have declined drastically. From an average catch of 10.000 kg (up to 
18.000 kg) remained just 2000 kg in 1986 at the low-point. The catches began to rise again 
with the start of a conservation program for lake trout in the mid 80ties. The main threats in 
the lake are high water temperatures, temporary lack of oxygen, degradation of the bottom 
of the lake and predators. In rivers it’s damming and hydropower in the first place followed 
by predators and the lack of suitable spawning habitats.  
 

https://www.srf.ch/sendungen/kassensturz-espresso/wasserwerk-turbinen-zerfetzen-tausende-aale
http://www.igb-berlin.de/
http://www.igb-berlin.de/
http://www.impress-itn.eu/
http://www.agv-vorsfelde.de/Gewaesserschutz/Schunterlachs.html
http://okerlachs.de/
http://forum-fischschutz.de/tagung-forum-fischschutz-und-fischabstieg
http://forum-fischschutz.de/tagung-forum-fischschutz-und-fischabstieg
http://www.argefa.org/
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9. Atlantic Salmon and Sea Trout in Schleswig-Holstein by the LSFV-SH 
Since 1980 Salmon and Seatrout conservation is done in Schleswig-Holstein. Hartwig 
Hahn, is one of the men of the first hour and consultant for waters in LSFV (Game Fishing 
Association of Schleswig-Holstein). He was also one the first to initiate the 
“Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Fischarten und Gewässerschutz in Norddeutschland (AFGN) 
(Working Group for the Protection of Fish Species and Waters in Northern Germany). With 
his activities he initiated a boom in reintroduction of endangered and extinct fish species 
first in Northern Germany and later in all of the Federal Republic. This year 103.000 Salmon 
and 700.000 Sea Trout hatched in the LSFV hatchery in Aukrug. As part of an “Exkursion 
des Naturschutzringes” children could stock young salmon in the projects water of “Arge 
Stör-Bramau” 
10. Upstream yeah! Downstream nope! 
An insight that grabbed us on EWF 2017 was that we already got too deep in details and 
forget to explain the simple things to people. In many discussions this year and also last 
year we had to realize, that even most ingrained fish friends do think that a  fish pass or a 
fish ladder on an obstacle enables all fish migration - upstream as well as downstream. 
Almost everybody thought fishpass = everything ok! Only a small number of fish friends and 
probably merely nobody in the wide public is aware that the number of fish that use a 
fishpass for downstream migration is negligibly small. At a hydropower station the main 
downstream migration leads through the turbine with a high risk of injury through direct 
contact with the turbine, the grill, pressure gradients, shear forces a.s.o. It is very important 
to spread this information as widely as possible. We are working on an easy-to-understand 
graphical demonstration of this issue. 
 
11. Project “Muldelachs” – positive development 
There has been a very constructive response of the Sachsen-Anhalt Secretary of 
Environment  Prof. Dr. Claudia Dalbert to a commonly issued paper of the “Landesverband 
Sächsischer Angler e.V.” and the “Landesanglerverband Sachsen-Anhalt”. The Secretary 
has ensured cooperation of the respective specialist authorities, so the way is clear now for 
a positive development of the project. Peter Leisebein and Thomas von der Heide of 
“Wanderfische ohne Grenzen” did essential preparatory work on this issue. 

 

http://wanderfische.eu/images/Aktuelles/Bilder/SH_Landeszeitung_2017_04_11.jpg
http://wanderfische.eu/images/Aktuelles/Bilder/SH_Landeszeitung_2017_04_11.jpg

